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20 Grand, Village Pointe, Twin Creek

898-7469

20 Grand Village Pointe
144th & West Maple • 445-0617 304 N. 174th St. • 289-4777

*Special Sizing
Applies

$200 POPCORN
$200 SODA

$4.00 Admission for Patrons
60+ until 5:30 pm

Fridays

• Emailed showtimes
• Special offers
• $5 Select Feature admission
  on Wednesday/Thursday

Sign up at
www.marcustheatres.com/spotlight

www.marcustheatres.com
www.marcuspda.com

For Current Movies and Showtimes:
Midtown

346-6900

Dan D. Stoller
ATTORNEY AT LAW

1908 N. 203RD STREET, ELKHORN

• WILLS
• INCORPORATIONS

• REAL ESTATE
• AUTO ACCIDENTS

• PROBATE PROCEEDINGS
289-3356

Skyline Medical Center
1908 N. 203rd St. #2 • Elkhorn

Mon. & Wed. 7 - 7 • Tues. & Thurs. 7 - 5  •  Friday 8:30 - 5  •  First 4 Saturdays  9 - 1

NEW PATIENTS WELCOME
Board certified family practitioners serving your family’s medical

needs & serving the Elkhorn area for over 20 years!

289-4031

Sandy Baumberger,
M.D.

Sandy Baumberger,
M.D.

William Fitzgibbons,
M.D.

William Fitzgibbons,
M.D.

Edward Montanez,
M.D.

Edward Montanez,
M.D.

Deb Davis
owner/stylist

3105 N. 204th St. • Elkhorn
(in Big Dog’s Plaza)

289-4121

HAIRCUTS,
INC.

No appointment
necessary!

Open
Mondays!

at: Fraternal Order of Eagles
20276 Wirt St. • Elkhorn

(2 1/2  blocks E. of Hwy 31)

Hosted by the friends of
the Shaneyfelt Family

Saturday, January 8th • 5 - 8 p.m.
$7 Adults • $3 for kids under 12 • Kids 3 and under Free

(Additional donations would also be greatly appreciated)

■ Malcolm D. Young
■ Duncan A. Young
■ Jeff C. Miller
■ David J. Selby
■ Keith I. Kosaki

ELKHORN
20283 Wirt St.

289-1950

LAW OFFICES

BUSINESS & COMMERCIAL LAW • DIVORCE

NEGLIGENCE LITIGATION • WILLS • REAL ESTATE

OMAHA
8742 Fredrick st.

393-5600

OUNG &      HITEWY

Tuesday, January 25
❑  Polls will be open from 8 a.m.

to 8 p.m. for the City of Omaha
Mayoral Recall Election.

❑  The Western Douglas County
Chamber of Commerce will hold its
December luncheon at Methodist
Women’s Hospital,707 N. 190th
Plaza, from 11:30 a.m. to 1 p.m. The
lunch wil l be catered by the
Methodist Hospital chef. Trina White
from Methodist will be the guest
speaker. RSVP to wdccc.wdccc.org.

  This calendar is designed to
help readers plan for the coming
week(s) by listing school,
organization and community
events. To have an item posted
here, call 289-2329, fax it to
289-0861 or e-mail it to editor@
dcpostgazette.com. If you or
your organization (even if it is
non-profit) charge any type of
fee for the event, some form of
paid advertising for the event
must appear elsewhere in the
paper. Items may be edited and
will run space available at the
editor’s discretion.

 Calendar
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Budget changes at the Omaha
Public Power District in 2010 and
2011 have made it possible to avoid
a general rate increase next year.
Employees pared more than $52
million from the operation and
maintenance and the capital budgets
in 2010 by finding additional
savings, or deferring projects.
Another $19 million was eliminated
in the same way from the 2011
budget before being presented to the
OPPD Board of Directors for
passage at its monthly meeting held
on December 16.

The measure approved by the
Board reflects a continued slow
economy with business customers
cutting back on plans to grow. The
economic conditions also mean low
wholesale prices for any excess
energy OPPD could sell to
customers off its system.

“We are pleased the efforts of
employees made it possible to hold
the line on rates,” said OPPD
President Gary Gates. “This was a
tough budget to develop, but we
understand that these are difficult
economic times for our customer
owners.”

The 2011 Corporate Operating
Plan calls for total operation and
maintenance expenses of $758.1
million. The 2010 Capital
Expenditure Plan totals $230.6
million.

One of the challenges facing
OPPD and its customers is the rising
cost of fuel. Foreign purchasers of
coal have helped drive up its costs
as other countries continue to build
coal plants. The cost of transporting
the coal is increasing as part of the
contract and due to fuel price
surcharges. As the price of diesel
fuel increases, the railroad charges
more to bring it to the plant.

Like many natural gas utilities,
OPPD passes the volatile cost of
fuel through to the customer. It
estimates these fuel costs will
increase the average residential
customer’s bill by approximately
$1.41 per month. These costs will
be in the Fuel and Purchased Power
Adjustment portion of the bill.

In other action, the Board:
• Authorized management to sell

up to $150 million in revenue bonds
as part of a debt refinancing. The
Board previously authorized the
sale of the bonds in 2010, but
interest rates increased to the point
where the sale would not save the
District money.

• Authorized management to
negotiate contracts for the
engineering, procurement and
installation of a power plant
replacement pump.
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able to stay in their house or how to
get a vehicle.

“It forces you to look at today
and give thanks,” Barb said. “It’s
been okay. We see miracles every
day.”

Besides the community at large,
Barb has also been touched by the
response of students.

“The students have been
awesome,” she noted.  “Elkhorn has
great families with really good
kids.”

Christmas was different for the
Baumerts this year, but not without
its joys. The family was thankful
that Kim was there with them. They
took a family photo in the hospital,
and they were surprised with a visit
from another teacher, who brought
his entire family and rallied friends
to go down to Lincoln on Christmas
day to sing carols to Kim.

“I don’t think we deserve this,
but it’s a beautiful example of how
so many people in this community
give what they have to offer,” Barb
said. “So many people are loving us.
Life is different now, but we’re
going to make it.”

The fundraising event for the
Baumerts is planned for Sunday,
February 13, at Elkhorn South High

School from 2-7 p.m. It will include
a soup feed and entertainment, as
well as live and silent auctions.

The organizers hope to raise a
minimum of $50,000 to help offset
medical costs not covered by
insurance, loss of income, and other
related expenses, such as
transportation and home remodeling
necessary to accommodate Kim’s
needs when he returns home.

To help with the fundraiser,
contact Tammy Sveum
(tsveum@gmail.com) or Call Bull
(Calvin.Bull@sylvania.com).

Those wishing to donate an item
for auction should contact Gretchen
Patras at
gretchen.finkepatras@cox.net or
call (402) 960-1147 or Ken Ritzdorf
at kritzdorf@epsne.org or call (402)
968-7718. Donations for the auction
are requested before January 15 so
they may be included in fundraiser
promotions.

Monetary donations are being
accepted at American Interstate
Bank in Elkhorn. Checks should be
made out to “Kim Baumert
Recovery Fund.”

Kim’s progress can be followed
by logging on to the Caring Bridge
website: www.caringbridge.org/
visit/kimbaumert.

• Baumert family update

OPPD 2011 budget contains
no general rate increase

There’s NO excuse for
Domestic Violence

State hotline
1-800-876-6238

Omaha YWCA
345-7273

Fremont 727-7777

A year ago, a piece of
Elkhorn’s history, the bowling
alley, burned down on January
8, in the freezing cold. Elkhorn
photographer Larry Headley
was able to capture unique
photographs of the devastation
the next day, and is showing
some of them at the Elkhorn
Branch Library during the
month of January.

Headley, who has lived in
Elkhorn since 1976, is a retired
civil engineer. He and his wife,
Verna, and their three children,
have a lot of memories of family
outings at Elkhorn Lanes. As a
photographer, he was interested
in capturing the last images of
an Elkhorn landmark.

The photos he took of
Sempeck’s Elkhorn Lanes are
now featured in the lobby
display case. The Elkhorn
Branch Library is located at
2100 Reading Plaza, just east of
Highway 31.

This month, the Elkhorn Branch Library is featuring photos by Larry Headley of Elkhorn that
were taken after the fire that destroyed Sempeck’s Elkhorn Lanes last January.

Bowling alley fire photos on display at Elkhorn library

by Mary Lou Rodgers
Governor Dave Heineman was in

Waterloo recently for the launch of
a new business in the Village and
the expansion of important
technology for agriculture in
Nebraska.

Grainbridge, LLC, a cash grain
management company, held an open
house and ribbon-cutting on
December 22 at their newest branch
office at 301 3rd Street in Waterloo.

In an online demonstration,
Grainbridge partners Pat Kroese and
Mark Frank showed Governor how
farmers can use their software to
track prices and plan for crop
production.

“One of the biggest challenges for
farmers is knowing how to measure
success, to give a value of what is
unsold and to tell you what you need
to sell it for to meet your goals,”
Kroese said.

They also presented the Governor
with an honorary Grainbridge
account.

Kroese explained that there is no
other program exactly like the one
Grainbridge offers. Other
businesses do portions of it, but
Grainbridge ties it all together.  The
company already has users from 23
states. Farmers can create a
marketing plan; manage cash sales,
futures, options and crop insurance;
and receive special bids from buyers
and send offers to buyers. With the
Grainbridge online tools, farmers
can also text and e-mail customers,
send voice broadcasts and receive
offers 24/7.
“In agriculture, you need to be more
educated than ever before,”
Governor Heineman commented.
“It’s exciting what you’re doing in
terms of Nebraska and the industy.”

Kroese and Frank, rural Nebraska
boys from Wilbur and Verdigre, said
the idea for the business started in
November 2006, By January 2009,
it became a full-fledged operation.

Bob Krohn, a private partner
from Omaha, explained, “We
wanted to find convenient ways that
are user friendly to help the farmer
build his plan.”

Other major partners are Steve
Knuth from Ag West marketing
firm;  Gary Tuttle from Friend,
Nebraska, who is in the ag industry;
and Albert Cox, a grain farmer from
Wisner.

“All   four came  on  board  and

helped us give tools to agricultural
businesses to take to farmers,”
Kroese said.

Farmers Mutual Hail, an
insurance company out of Des
Moines, Iowa, is also a major
partner. Grainbridge works with

insurance companies in 15 major ag
states.

In Waterloo, Grainbridge has five
full-time employees and eight IT
personnel on contract. In the long
term, Kroese said their goal is to
bring in 30-32 people locally.

“We’re excited about the work
ethic in Nebraska,” he said.

Village Board of Trustees Chair
Stan Benke  welcomed them.

“We’re very honored you chose
Waterloo to locate your business,”
Benke said.

Governor welcomes Grainbridge to Waterloo

Governor Dave Heineman (seated left) listens as Pat Kroese (right), vice president of market-
ing, explains the software Grainbridge, LLC has developed for farmers.

Governor Dave Heineman cuts the ribbon on a new business located on 3rd Street in Waterloo.
With him (front row, l-r) are Mark Frank and Pat Kroese (Grainbridge), Jim Tomanek (Western
Douglas County Chamber of Commerce) and Stan Benke (Waterloo Board of Trustees chair); and
(back) partners with Grainbridge.


